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ABSTRACT: In his 1930 address at the annual session of the
All India Muslim League in Allahabad, Allama Igbal
delivered a speech that became a crucial document in the
history of the Muslim nation. Igbal stated that he had
dedicated the best part of his life to the study of Islam’s law,
polity, culture, history, and literature, which gave him insight
into Islam’s significance as a universal truth. His ideas
contain the elements necessary to form the foundation of an
educational philosophy. He highlighted that the universe
operates under a complete and comprehensive system of
knowledge created by God, who established natural laws
governing all creation. Igbal emphasized that true knowledge
must align with divine guidance, and human philosophy must
harmonize with the natural system. He also stressed the role
of faith in shaping human life and intellect. Igbal believed
that the purpose of education is to purify the mind and heart,
fostering human dignity and understanding. Criticizing
Western educational philosophy, Igbal argued that it lacks
spiritual values and ultimately leads to materialism. Igbal’s
concept of khudi (selfhood) is central to his educational
philosophy, emphasizing the development of human
potential. He also believed that the finality of prophethood in
Islam encourages humans to rely on their own intellectual
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resources while being guided by reason, experience, and
divine wisdom. Igbal’s thought remains a vital framework for
understanding Islamic education, offering a system that aligns
with human nature and eternal truths, leading to success in
both spiritual and material realms.

Keywords: Divine guidance, Educational philosophy, Faith,
Finality of prophethood, Islamic education, Khudi (selfhood),
Materialism, Reason, Spiritual and material success,
Universal truth, Western educational philosophy
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I have given the best part of my life to a careful
study of Islam, its law and polity, its culture, its
history and its literature. This constant contact
with the spirit of Islam, as it unfolds itself in time,
has, I think, given me a kind of insight into its
significance as a world-fact. (Igbal, 2018a, p.3)
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In Islam prophecy reaches its perfection in
discovering the need of its own abolition. This
involves the keen perception that life cannot for
ever be kept in leading strings; that, in order to
achieve full self-consciousness, man must finally
be thrown back on his own resources. The
abolition of priesthood and hereditary kingship in
Islam, the constant appeal to reason and
experience in the Quran, and the emphasis that it
lays on Nature and History as sources of human
knowledge, are all different aspects of the same
idea of finality. The idea, however, does not mean
that mystic experience, which qualitatively does
not differ from the experience of the prophet, has
now ceased to exist as a vital fact. (Igbal, 2018b,
p.101)
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