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UNDERSTANDING IQBAL’S RECONSTRUCTION: HERMENEUTICAL
CHALLENGES AND PHILOSOPHICAL MISREADINGS
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ABSTRACT: This research article examines Allama
Igbal's "Khutbat" (Lectures) as a pivotal milestone in the
intellectual history of Islamic thought, particularly in the
context of religious philosophy. The article argues that a
comprehensive understanding of Islamic thought,
especially its religious dimensions, cannot be achieved
without studying Igbal's speeches. These addresses
articulate a profound expression of contemporary
Islamic thought, linking historical traditions with
modern scientific and intellectual inquiries. However, the
article highlights the ongoing challenges in interpreting
Igbal's speeches, noting that many translations and
commentaries have led to confusion and ambiguity. This
confusion arises from the philosophical nature of Igbal's
discussions, which often shift rapidly between topics,
making it difficult for readers unfamiliar with the
relevant philosophical contexts to maintain coherence.
The article identifies two main areas of misunder-
standing in the interpretations of Igbal's speeches: the
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religious discussions and the philosophical discussions. It
critiques the misinterpretations of Igbal's concepts of
God and destiny, emphasizing the need for a deeper
understanding of his ideas in light of both traditional
and contemporary thought. The research concludes by
advocating for a more nuanced approach to Igbal's
work, one that recognizes the complexity of his thought
and its relevance to modern challenges in understanding
the relationship between faith, reason, and existence.

KEYwORDS: Destiny, Islamic Thought, Knowledge,
Lectures,Philosophy, Religion, Theology, Unity
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The true significance of the ontological and the
teleological arguments will appear only if we are able
to show that the human situation is not final and
that thought and being are ultimately one. This is
possible only if we carefully examine and interpret
experience, following the clue furnished by the
Qur’an which regards experience within and without
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as symbolic of a reality described by and the Last,
the Visible and the Invisible’. (Igbal, 2003, 25-26)
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Religion, in its more advanced forms, rises higher than
poetry.
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Philosophy is an intellectual view of things. It sees Reality
from a distance as it were. (Igbal, 2003, 49)
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To rationalize faith is not to admit the superiority of
philosophy over religion, philosophy, no doubt, has
jurisdiction to judge religion, but what is to be judged is of
such a nature that it will not submit to the jurisdiction of
philosophy except on its own terms.
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