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Allama 1gbal and Central Asia: A Research Study in Historical,
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Abstract

This research article examines Allama Muhammad Igbal’s
intellectual, poetic, and geopolitical perception of Central
Asia, with particular reference to the regions and historical
centers that today constitute Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and other Central Asian Muslim
republics. The study explores how Igbal, despite living in an
era when these territories were under Russian imperial and
later Soviet control, recognized their immense geographical,
cultural, civilizational, and strategic significance. Through a
critical analysis of Igbal’s Urdu and Persian poetry, speeches,
writings, and correspondence, the article highlights his deep
concern for the political subjugation of Central Asian
Muslims and his aspiration for their future freedom and
revival. Special attention has been given to Igbal’s references
to major Central Asian cities such as Samarqand, Bukhara,
Turkistan, and Kashghar, which appear in his poetry not
merely as geographical locations but as symbols of Islamic
civilization, intellectual heritage, spiritual vitality, and
Muslim resurgence. The study further investigates Igbal’s
appreciation of eminent Central Asian personalities, including
Imam al-Bukhari, Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, and Mir Sayyid
Ali Hamadani, whose contributions to Islamic scholarship
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and spirituality greatly influenced the intellectual landscape of
the Muslim world. The article argues that Igbal’s vision of
Central Asia was deeply connected with his broader concept
of Muslim unity (Ummah), civilizational renewal, and the
reconstruction of Islamic thought. His writings reveal a
remarkable foresight regarding the future importance of
Central Asia in global politics, trade, culture, and regional
connectivity. The subsequent independence of the Central
Asian republics after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in
1991 further validates Igbal’s hopes for the emancipation and
revival of Muslim societies in the region. The study concludes
that Central Asia occupies a significant place in Igbal’s
thought as a vital component of the Islamic world’s historical
legacy, present challenges, and future potential.

Keywords:
Allama Muhammad Igbal, Central Asia, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Samarqand, Bukhara,
Muslim  Unity, Islamic Civilization, Igbal’s Thought,
Geopolitics, Muslim Revival, Persian Poetry, Islamic
Heritage.
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