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Abstract

This research examines Allama Muhammad Igbal’s
philosophical position in relation to idealism and
positivism, with particular emphasis on his understanding
of reality, knowledge, selthood, science, religion, and
human action. The study argues that Igbal cannot be
adequately classified within any single conventional
school of philosophy. His thought displays a clear affinity
with idealism because he affirms the spiritual nature of
reality, the significance of the self, the validity of intuition,
and the importance of religious experience and
transcendent values. However, he does not accept the
traditional idealist reduction of the external world to
mere appearance, illusion, or a projection of
consciousness. For Igbal, matter, life, and consciousness
are interconnected levels of reality, while the universe
itself is dynamic, creative, and continuously evolving. The
research further evaluates Igbal’s response to positivism,
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particularly its emphasis on observation, experience,
logical clarity, scientific method, and verifiability.
Although Igbal recognizes the value of empirical inquiry
and insists that neither religious nor scientific knowledge
can be entirely separated from concrete experience, he
rejects the positivist claim that only empirically verifiable
statements are meaningful. In his view, such a restrictive
criterion excludes metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, religion,
purpose, and value from the domain of genuine
knowledge. Igbal therefore maintains that sense
perception, reason, intuition, religious experience, and
creative action are complementary rather than mutually
exclusive modes of access to reality. The study also
highlights the central role of selthood, action, freedom,
and creative evolution in Igbal’s philosophical system. His
critique of static idealism, mechanical materialism,
excessive rationalism, and narrow empiricism leads him
toward a dynamic form of spiritual realism. In this
framework, metaphysics interprets reality as a whole,
science investigates its observable dimensions, religion
discloses its inner and moral significance, and action
enables the individual to participate in the creative process
of existence. The research concludes that Igbal does not
merely reconcile idealism and positivism; rather, he
reconstructs their useful insights within a Qur’anic,
scientific, and action-oriented philosophy. His thought
thus offers a comprehensive intellectual framework in
which spiritual reality, empirical knowledge, rational
reflection, intuition, and moral action become integrated
dimensions of a living and evolving universe.
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practice, or thought to action and in attacking what
they call "intellectualism...." They reject equally the
idealist and mechanistic pictures of the world as
abstract and intellectualized conceptions which
distort the dymanic reality. (Macquarrie, 1981, p.
169)
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The finitudes of Nature are reciprocally exclusive.
Not so the finitudes of thought, which is, in its
essential nature, incapable of limitation and cannot
remain imprisoned in The narrow circuit of its own
individuality. (Igbal, n.d., p. 5)
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S 41982, p. 272)

With the advance of scientific thought even our
concept of intelligibility is undergoing a change. The
theory of Einstein has brought a new vision of the
universe and suggests new ways of looking at the
problems common to both religion and
philosophy." (Igbal, n.d., p. 6)
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Rationalism is essentially analysis and consequently
threatens to disintegrate the communal thesis
achieved by the force of a religious idea."
(Sherwani, 1977, pp. 104-105)
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Knowledge must begin with the concrete, It is the
intellectual capture of and power over the concrete
that makes it possible for the intellect of man to
pass beyond the concrete. (Igbal, n.d., p. 105)
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The Quran is a book which emphasizes 'deed'
rather than 'idea'... (Igbal, n.d., p. xxi)
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(Jayapalan, 1999, p. 20)
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...intuition, is only a higher kind of intellect. (Igbal,
n.d., p. 2)

e RSt t F SRS  Pb E F Sn ZeT

L Lend6 LEST FE 6 03 b QLT bon S

U6 e L s F S LTSl or Lt Ay

(& (Galilieu) ¥(Rahman, 1961, p. 1) S &£ S 5SS
JB S

Measure everything that is measureable and make
measureable what is not. (Hoffding, 1905, p. 86)
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All life is an unfolding of mathematical relation.
(Windelband, 958, p. 372)
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Full-blooded idealism holds that reality is mental.
“To be is to be perceived” as Berkeley said. Matter
does not exist except in the form of ideas in the
mind or as a manifestation of mental activity. The
‘Mind” in question may be one’s own mind
(solipcism) mind in general, or the mind of God
(Berkeley) (Lacey, 1976, p. 86)
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Matter is a colony of lower order Egoes. (Igbal,
n.d., p. 84)
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There is a wide measure of agreement...that the
stream of knowledge is heading towards a non-
mechanical reality; the universe begins to look more
like a great thought than a great machine. (Jeans,
1930, p. 137)
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The spirit of philosophy is one of free inquiry. It
suspects all authority.Its function is to trace the
uncritical assumptions of human thought to their
hiding places, and in this pursuit it may finally end
in denial or a frank admission of the incapacity of
pure reason to reach the Ultimate Reality. (Igbal,
n.d., p. 1)
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of being systematized by other orders of space and
time... levels in which concept and analysis do not
play the same role as they do in the case of our
normal experience." (Igbal, n.d., pp. 144-145)

S LT s F L g A us B A

u:)’.’;L&fic}!/jiu}fﬂaéu’lul._';:}'l;ldg-‘al[/,ﬂ?ﬁi_,{iggs

G 2 el el e G SY S p L P P LS
et L e L7 Fo e Sis Flr s o

-cb-t'/df:l{ﬁ.)/.é/ﬁ:uj,llb»g(persuation) il (attitude)
(Lacey, 1976, pp. 159-160)

YDV L VW SV 3 gV S LY N L
uiK,fgifu&w»,fim:LL;QJ/?/?M&;Q%,,J,KUWQLL
(Critique of ),ZfJugJ‘iLuz’@’yrﬁ‘+&;ﬁ1;u%}>
cujL/JL»"’l(’c'wf;?fgw‘ju!uﬁﬁf+w/;¢_+Language)
_4‘_;%1Jm,@J«’WK&L’/MUQ;‘%Q/JQL(W
fujé}fu/,cL!iﬁ/f(f}Jl}lm(Rahman, 1961, p. 147)

83



...... Jiisbt Se L e s? sl o

(Igbal, n.d., p. 19; James, -L"Z,.J/;Lat‘tgtg.ﬁcd’;'%ﬂ =33
n.d., p. 21)

gt e Mar s A F g
Uit Skt 0 LF Ao §Tod s S £ F
S ING U i SS w Fod ET UE BIb U

Lotk Uiz s L8 E T T3 b £ Ui
A,Jug_»,ugx»&Jéu,vgngﬁr-+8nqﬁﬁrdzugJuﬁi}’f"/ubg
Z (meaning) ‘f”uﬁ(xj”gu-%@/dftuﬁ;i/ﬂﬁdi@.&Ud/
U Gen OOt - S et i o
S G e e i LES o F s e
(ot forrodedar) o (F e su$i s i

Kl bl S ear Sl 42 1 Fr £ UL
S S LI 81 Bt bl d15d_T ot S UMM F a1 At
~ (Theist) &Ll St (Ayer ) Z1-3xd SJGEu13Fs &L
u!/fk'%!ujg%dgu.?inagfj&};a@fﬁulf%l:’”/’é//c)lr.{l
z?_;o,fcb-wtguf‘ruz@ﬁg}l?/,/kJgjzgﬁg;,;d:@u:uy?
(Qadir, 1965, p. 143)-c_{cs6#:/ _T

A S end L8 S d cole EESEL U
CEF S B e o B f e d

( Apriori *3F F JE18 etz wil(Ewing, 1953, p. 18)
ﬁfﬂd(ﬂ;ii'cmf@'mu.’.ﬁ,/fulm‘gff.’/’knowledge)

(Ewing, - & /1 (i@/&yw GF L L elens Qe wll

84



...... Jiis bt fe L e s? sl o

)u@/u/ay&um,fﬁ@bd@’.a{mgnggl%s, p. 30)
FiB SRS S sl sl $o1T e g 6 LB o o
Uy 2436 6 (Ewing, 1953, p. 41) - G e f 153101

- ¢ KJJ:?/ J"w" J!r ("'I e e JIIP Uss J’f 23] &L./J
(Ewing, 1953, p. 221)

2l ol L1 5 S et Bz L5 Ll ol
J/duba‘/}d‘_{'/&Kwt,fuﬁg/u:%,zd{m{ﬁ'ga;@’_%
A1 e 330 2 S p e § F e 2T sl et
( stipulated u:‘." ] Zfb o d/Ln Gt s S < oS

f@f%‘d@iJ%l/g;Jjﬁ‘%d.’l//,:LLbéJ/.]definition)

St

FE ML e 3 o oG AL 5
il FUANATEN TS sk a6

Ui S P seci 22l fa pb L N i
FUtad LB e LU tie Lol S8 o
el U 398 B g e U L1 S B 3 e 0T

(Qadir, 1965, -ussud AISE e F il f Lo
p. 144)

AL UG e & RGeS UG
L/o}éru{éu’lufaféwd//@(frcﬁﬂﬂfi“au}ufjl
(Lo 1IN JB1asb)tle s & Siae e S T 22 o

85



...... Jiisbt Se L e s? sl o

2 L1 S U S5 S AL Ad e
Fowlnd” Gt s dnid u  HE U
EL e i 630 3 L Ol S Uil = M
ce Gn P L3 §oF el Sy ud Qe

b S0 sa B S S a polT S bl i
§370bne sLuRfE oS i e e
L& gt Qi SU 1 Tt e Sl ad b i Sl

b e ugl 2t § ey s g S 5;)!% Kug e

L] u“duru’gjté_m’tZéu'uounﬁu”lu*_,/ﬁwifgﬁ
A ISt AL U U5 R S U S U LJ:u
e K350

S oG adr e irsad e tT F ol Gl
(Qadir, 1965, pp. 145-148)-Uxn 2S£

Lol L s W oudie sy
Jintee S Lo pi w2 s Ll S e bolf e oot 2 Lo
b Jlnle ) wl ‘J/@J/ur@u_ﬂu’/l%?‘acﬁ’,
38325 QT B ol Bt s £ S U
s BV Lo s TSE e e eiBol
A e F ke & E S e S seinl fule )
s P LKl ol St Pl U 2/ U s dus?
S0 Fw LA AP E P o S S

(Qadir, 1965, p. 161)-e1* 21
86



...... Jiis bt fe L e s? sl o

b sor o2l M I L bt § ol
P I PRI NPT OF I T DS O 4 P2 o
S zg ST anp 81 G Ul 0 Z R Ut e S e P
Frskur S F S5 st v 1 B 5P Gl Sis S o
d!rﬁuvgd:+bfu{_‘acﬁ/4%/&lf?mv/((d%i-;/
(Qadir, 1965, p. 161)-<

L(ﬁwm:.;ggfu,lg,;m/fugji@ﬂé/}fujuﬁcﬁw
;q/’”utf‘ad,?,Jw-wm%u@ujuﬁuéﬁcgof”g/u
7 ol Qe ol s S el £ 57 Z ol FE 1t S e
L IB 3o SLaon A anns Sl S sa S 2y,
pu&fn@ﬂ/ﬂziwm%U@Jﬁ)&‘;dmawwwﬁ-‘a
LA Sl SR A2 e ey LTS 5Ly,
(0P P e e BN - (i858

yﬁ“a/vmf/uuw&(kufw“gt/'ui‘_,}(v{!'%ujy?;
b sl 281 e VD) 1 ® FT 17 sl CJ’H‘ _‘L;w,;d/
(Ferfee

S e KPR KT Sl o1 £ 2
F 0 T8 Glns Sl g e (K G K P65
ug/a'.uué*’t/u// (Atom)ﬁi-&/uﬁ’%o/'@/uﬁ&wm§_
wﬁc}&r”:1-‘¢/‘r/,tgigf‘guuz;gLw:uf%fff@ﬂ«,uné‘
.wﬁﬂl»z:r_.g/;Lduwmgé&uﬂim(ﬁfur}”‘uﬁsz;

LU F N NIG g Mt e o e
87



...... Jiisbt Se L e s? sl o

gf?l;@/u’hbaégﬁlffééauf"’égﬂpﬂ.uf/?wli‘f‘w!/o!/.
(rm_rmu“.a..,rqmé/)-g;lfagﬂir#d/lfmu54/()02.

%Jéﬁ./’@;‘”uu:J/u;zru;,g;@lMLfdf;,Kaggfuiﬁ
UV CIN S MYV LA S A0 By TL () S PP
(Qadir, - % Bl ol 51 1 (P et 2 51 G0 3 F
ol Q81§ o N 6T B3 Ay en L1 41965, p. 275)
Lt £ 1L Ut KL 6 ST f e Lo
el € Sl BB e Lo S e ol e 1 2 A
('qruﬂwV'IO:Jg')-CﬁJé/ N 4/5£ﬁuﬁ1}“ﬂ

Szl (B Ure e 6Dl e 25U Ln )
G e Jbr LSk Jad s i /,/)& Soler S48 sl A1 sk
Jgfﬁ(fﬁ":ﬂd//ﬁ/f;uﬁ@zd/(nonesense)
aﬁo/ﬁd._u!du//;}/gé_uyflcufdpéu!,g/ﬁ_p/uﬁ
e o BIEUELS il

L3001 0 7 sl KUk s 2 S A1
CBIFT UL Ut e B =i LA
_:L‘lgblgbf)c;%}'ﬁufwcwjt/mutuf”;/»ﬂ:w!_@
L E LU U (Qadir, 1965, p. 150) Gl Gad S 14
¥ e e e QA 21 b2 bbb el

st gl ol e 3 DD s S LA UG
%L*«/’Z_J’?L}(ﬁ:«&’:“wiﬂt/ﬂw (Leibnitz) j’.{ﬂa}f}.’r‘:&‘%tn

ol e el p o d Wt S e JI 1B Kol oL
88



...... Jiis bt fe L e s? sl o

..L.;/;J;/.;T'%til&bé&juu’.ujl//L/WJﬁ{a
(18P AP ) G4 ol s Feha I ¥ L S e 6

;/Lqﬁugéulg42’,)ft/,uJ"’“Jﬂ?u{l_}//g;ﬁ
LGSty b ee 220 S Yo e
leff(j/d/,g)}'ﬁc«l;léj_Lu:”/lfulﬁ_u':‘}g)'@i/;uﬁfja.&ico//u
(0240 ) F PN et U

qw‘ju'y"f,zz;‘_tgtﬁtﬁuj‘c‘éGﬁ“”’/b;;’a;_lfé;u’ﬁf(
Aame e (e J0 L8 n To 530558051y
(Radhakrishnan, 1957, p. :‘aylnl.c;(’fue/i:ﬁ/;!‘aulgm
Q;t;u?}';mgziusf;/“,»t?z?_@/m_‘édﬂﬁ,bw K 1440)
(Sceptical .:«“l/:jb"l e &@:‘L 8 alf;jb! A8 L Y
-Metaphysics) (Radhakrishnan, 1957, p. 442)

oA P B L JG1 e S (P51 e A ke
&u;dja’f”épgl;u&“}';»@,t@guf Sl e P
(S eaos o8 i U Qs § =3P BT e (b1 gl & e
&/Gdg:ujézwb”djcquﬁygéglﬁL/u}.l(}”GT/M.L},“
S22 S mdo s Sesb s J U S Skl
Z./Jifo'u?/)’(‘fuc;;/”/ﬂj(}:mduaé‘(tﬁlJ/“’/éﬂutgfd"(w{!
O AU e a b p AL 18R o a5 Lot
.;g@u,,z,/m-‘gtg‘j:@z..ﬂﬁL.;muu?jm;j(uw,‘f
LnL/pQ/ngJéf,"&u/nwuufw:&:";djrbgmuxvi

e S F NSt Jud J6 b S St S ety
89



...... Jiisbt Se L e s? sl o

L i QU de Mo Pl e L ol arl £od5 2
uc';.”“z;‘lg J.»Lu’b/mf;)/ﬂiu?‘LLz;/Juu/f/c,mrd;g:uu
seristerd PSS BN el 767 TG
Semer eSS0 S S i P AEET At L4
e § S 3P B F oS P L or LT e Uil
Lo Fes et ot F e Z e 34
EE S QOIS a1 381 FLE S e S
J:L/uf(/t?&befd‘;uy»Lqpc;,iQ/ﬁJQuug-‘aCk.{m
I NG 1S 758 T s FAT 3 S U3 2 i S i
(12 Qs L e3P 2 2 S e B el LS

_‘LLz;/l/"uuzaKf@uéw;/;qjtgd'y/fumdj;&x’/ﬁ

90



BT SskeUs

AT A

-u:"//,zoflﬁw:uwld;{u@:mU-;m:Jpss LIS EJU
,u:«*'//,z:/@lu’:uw@dmdg?l:mU‘J/G:JpB\ U E U
_;MnJl}!Fz:mU_dJlg/ng/“_wm\ gtﬂ,_'n L [ Sz (Fo1o) B i

s a I t Feant s 2 s DS E
et Bl Tl .67 ol i e D3 NG (IMEJP1

—UEILE Il 0l ) 5L s oLy JU3) ¢ 1S (19AY)E U1
FE M s 238 P s () 2

.y

r

&

A

9. Igbal, Muhammad. The Reconstruction of Religious

Thought in Islam.

10.Sherwani, 1. A., ed. (1977), Speeches and Writings of

Igbal. Lahore: Iqbal Academy Pakistan.

-*:«U&’A/:!..‘.Ji’;ul:r»

I o o elet SN e P

e WA =SB0t s JUBI(Foo), 52 2l

LGar g ISP ) anle S IS =

_u%dJmJGH/}’ZU

_ul"/gwu@/“gf fastlo oS o ST o) 3, (19A) 4 arssl
-d}WG'iui u/ﬁ&ziuqﬂt;gzxf_Ju\ _(uqm),“y‘f i

b 2 el ainds 2 5, (99 Sl

By TR JENER (I oy
vfﬁ:;!&rwffzmu_)y L5L§.~u ) o.\.i),(l%\&)dl}l,g;.b .

.y

rd



...... Jiisbt Se L e s? sl o

Go T Ly Fae e B 15250 S6 o, ds () e as
e

SFusoLs ou.;-(rnq)&‘iwdy Ao

,Jgnpz:/nu_du\)g,;(m/\/\)(“gcg,ag& A

S aes el u‘h Ll JW) S :uj,d!b)/ Ay

B0l alllan s 5 s 1S LS st (AN L,cp.ltém‘
-l

(Uéﬁ‘f sl /Jr/(uéwr,z/“-w NS sl 3 (1918)” ﬂutg:dj:;/_ur/
S

.Jf&‘-&’wqwfjﬂ-‘@;u S S JL}\”,(HAA)%J/:};’(:L/JO

e zimy g S S

_Jgu,fz:mu_'@ <5 o S U andlUae_(1999).000 4% 4 1Y

ez QW (9N oo £ iy

b P s o) e (1990 £ S 2 IA

i s e (S5 S I adle 192D S a7 19
J}/l&]fﬂ@!/_w}w IS paslizs 4iliioes

i s s, s (A agsac o pe

J‘ (U 5 Uyl /Jr/(uztu,»g oA 9l s (N W15 oA

A
AL 30U 0> S ol 53 o 2ads (AN ISl 1Y
~$l

Pl aies oMl BLaS_ 20 B Sl I§ens 1
ST s e s

CFIB LI G P sl S ol (Gl e
92



...... Jiis bt fe L e s? sl o

et F S Pt i e (kB ey 1D

- J}J" :mu-,/»/.lgwuuh = 509120 /:” L 1A

e e il S &L;L;\Jf&"-“ﬁ‘mJQV’-(MA)J@&M re

8.

9.

‘Jl','it‘f'/,:mu_,ylgujg

Sy d/“/rl vy

. Avey, E. Albert. (1965), Handbook in the History of

Philosophy. New York.

Bergson, Henri. Creative Evolution. Publication details
not provided.

Durant, Will. (1995), Pleasures of Philosophy. Services
Book Club.

Ewing, A. C. (1953), The Fundamental Questions of
Philosophy. London.

Hegel, G. W. F. (1955), Lectures on the History of
Philosophy. Vol. 1, Introduction. Translated by E. S.
Haldane and Frances H. Simson. London.

Hassan, Riffat. (1979), An Igbal Primer. London.
Hoffding, Harald. (1905), The Problems of
Philosophy. Translated by Galen M. Fisher. London:
Macmillan.

Huxley, Aldous. (1937), Ends and Means. London:
Chatto & Windus.

Igbal, Saeeda. (1984), Islamic Rationalism in the
Subcontinent. Lahore: Islamic Book Service.

10. James, William. The Varieties of Religious Experience:

A Study in Human Nature. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, year not provided.

11.Jayapalan, J. (1999), Plato. New Delhi.
12.Jeans, Sir James. (1930), The Mysterious Universe.

Pelican Books.

13.Lacey, A. R. (1976), A Dictionary of Philosophy.

London.

14.Macquarrie, John. (1981), 20th-Century Religious

Thought. London.

93



Jt};ﬂuﬁ}lﬁ&;ﬂfl/ncf”/ﬂj dj}{/jjij’g‘;é

15.Maruf, M. (1987), Igbal and His Contemporary
Western Religious Thought. Lahore: Igbal Academy
Pakistan.

16.Moore, G. E. Principia Ethica. Publication details of
the cited edition not provided.

17.Munawwar, M. M., ed. (1982), Igbal Century Papers.
Vol. 1. Lahore: Department of Igbal Studies,
University of the Punjab.

18.Qadir, C. A. (1965), Logical Positivism. Pakistan
Philosophical Congress Publication No. 19. Lahore:
Pakistan Philosophical Congress.

19.Radhakrishnan, S., ed. (1957), History of Philosophy:
Eastern and Western. London.

20.Rahman, Fazlur. (1961), Philosophy, Science and
Other Essays. Pakistan Philosophical Congress
Publication No. 9.

21.Russell, Bertrand. (1951), Mysticism and Logic.
London.

22.Russell, Bertrand. (1967), The Problems of
Philosophy. Oxford.

23.Siddique, M. Raziuddin. (1982), “The Importance of
Scientific  Knowledge in Igbal’s Philosophical
Thought.” In Igbal Century Papers, vol. 1, edited by
M. M. Munawwar. Lahore: Department of Igbal
Studies, University of the Punjab.

24.Taylor, A. E. (1961), Elements of Metaphysics.
London.

25.Thilly, Frank. (1955), A History of Philosophy.
Revised by Edgar Wood. London.

26.Wedberg, Anders. (1986), A History of Philosophy.
Vol. 3. Oxford.

27.Windelband, Wilhelm. (1958), A History of
Philosophy. Vol. 1, Greek, Roman and Medieval
Philosophy. New York: Harper.

28.Wright, W. K. (1964), A History of Modern
Philosophy. London: Macmillan.

94



